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ABSTRACT 

Nur Safitri. 2020. An Analysis of Studentsô Difficulties In Comprehending 

Reading Text at SMA Negeri 6 Palopo (supervised by Sri Damayanti and Fibri 

Indira Lisanty AD) 

 

This research aims to find out studentsô difficulties in comprehending 

reading text at SMAN 6 Palopo. This research applied the method that was used 

in descriptive quantitative research. The population of this research was class XII 

and the sample was class XII IIS 2 consisted of 27 students. This research used an 

instrument to collect the data namely multiple choices test. The results of the 

research show that there are 65% of students who have difficulties in determining 

the main idea of the text. Then, there are 69% of students who have difficulties in 

specific information of the text. Then, there are 68% of students who have 

difficulties in making inference of the text. Next, there are 72% of students who 

have the most difficulties in understanding the meaning of a word in the text. 

Difficulties in reading comprehension are generated by various factors, namely: 

difficulty in long sentences in the text, difficulty understanding vocabulary, lack 

of vocabulary. 

 

Keywords: students difficulties, comprehending, reading text  
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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1 Background 

          English is very important to learn as an international foreign language, 

mastering English will make us understand the language better. English is one of 

the languages that must be taught from elementary school to university level and 

students are expected to master four skills in learning English. 

           Reading is one of the important skills that students must master and 

understand because can develop their English vocabulary to increase knowledge 

and learn to English reading text. Reading is the process of constructing meaning 

from the written text is a complex skill requiring the coordination of a number 

interrelated of a source of information. Reading is one of the productive skills that 

must be learned by students of English as a foreign language. 

           Studentsô skills in the understanding text are important to be achieved by 

students in reading English text. Difficulties in comprehending reading text must 

be known and resolved by both students and teachers because difficulties will 

have a negative impact on studentsô abilities and motivation to achieve reading 

goals and each student must have different difficulties in comprehending reading 

text. The ability to read is highly valued and important for social and educational 

advancement, but also in social and working life, and then reading is the skill in 

which the students will have the greatest ability at the end of their language 

study. Therefore, the researcher believes that it is important to do research based 

on this topic with assumption that every students may have different difficulties in 

understanding the reading text.  

          Based on the background above, the difficulties in comprehending English 

reading text is one of the studentsô constraints in doing the reading test. Therefore, 

the researcher aims to find students' obstacles in reading. The researcher wants to 

know about the studentsô difficulties in understanding the reading text which is 

the reading material on the recount text faced by the twelfth grade of SMA Negeri 

6 Palopo. So the research entitled ñAn Analysis of Studentsô Difficulties in 

Comprehending Reading Text at SMA Negeri 6 Palopo. 
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 1.2 Research Question 

This research aims to address the following research question: what are the 

studentsô difficulties in comprehending reading text at SMAN 6 Palopo? 

1.3 Objective of the Research 

The research question above, the objective of this research is to know the 

difficulties of students in comprehending English reading text. 

1.4 Significant of the Research   

1. For the Students  

        The students can understand the reading text material they read. They can 

apply skills in reading English text with the vocabulary they have mastered. 

2. For the Teacher 

         This research can be useful for improving teaching strategies or techniques 

in the learning process of English reading text and making students active in the 

learning process. 

3. For future Researchers 

        This research will provide benefits and help several other researchers. The 

results of this research can be used as a reference for other researchers who will 

conduct research on the topic of studentsô difficulties in comprehending reading 

text.  

1.5 Scope of the Research  

In this research, the studentsô difficulties in comprehending reading text, 

and limitation of the research is recount text material. The subjects in this research 

are students of the twelfth-grade academic year 2020/2021 at SMA Negeri 6 

Palopo. The researcher analyzed studentsô difficulties in comprehending English 

reading text on recount text which focuses on analyzing: determining the main 

idea, specific information, making inference, and understanding the meaning of 

words. 
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1.6 Operational Definition 

1. Reading  

         Reading is an activity to get information and to find out new ideas or 

knowledge. 

2. Reading Comprehension 

          Reading comprehension is the ability to read the text, process, and 

understand its meaning. 

3. Students Difficulty 

    Studentsô difficulties are a condition where students lack the ability or 

cannot understand the learning process. Therefore, students learning outcomes are 

not well because these students lack an understanding of the material being taught. 

4. Reading Text 

          English reading text is a must have written material learned by students in 

learning to read in English subjects and not only read but also understood well. 
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CHAPTER II  

REVIEW AND RELATED LITERATURE  

 

2.1 Some Pertinent Ideas 

1. Definition of Reading  

  Reading is a skill that everyone has and cannot be separated from other skills 

such as writing, speaking, and listening. These skills must be learned by English 

learners. Reading helps improve other language skills and develop understanding 

or discover new vocabulary in the text. Generally, the skill of reading is 

developing in societies with literary taste, because it can be lead to develop 

comprehension vocabulary.  

       Arbaina (2014: 27), reading is the most important aspect of a person's life 

because without reading we don't know anything, and reading is the main role. 

Readers must understand the text they have read to gain information, facts, 

messages, ideas, and read the best way to find new experiences. 

       Zuhra (2015: 433), in reading, has many learning strategies a person can be 

affected in reading comprehension due to various factors. There have been many 

studies about reading, but they were merely studies that study reading specifically. 

       Olviyanti, Marbun, and Arifin (2015: 2), one of the most important skills is 

reading which students must master in language understanding and language 

learning, reading will be more enjoyable if the reader is serious about reading it. 

Reading can enrich students' knowledge from written texts.  Reading is a useful 

and rewarding experience that can provide the students' wealth of interesting 

information in a pleasant way. Reading may enable the students to comprehend 

and to understand reading and to find a main idea of the text. 

       Based on some of the definitions above, it can be concluded by the researcher 

that reading is trying to find the essence of the text. Reading is not just reading but 

to understand what the author aims at in the written text. Many readers cannot 

grasp the writer's idea because of their limited thinking in analyzing the meaning 

of words and sentences. 
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a. The Purpose of Reading 

1) Reading for Simple Information 

   In reading, it is usually to find the information needed or to look for certain 

words and sometimes the reader is very deep in finding the meaning of a sentence 

or word to show an answer. 

2) Reading to Learn From Text 

Remember the main idea in a text because the main idea will explain the 

meaning of the text. Recognize and build ideas in arranging information in the 

text. 

3) Reading to Write (or find the information needed to write) 

           Writing activities are also very important to collect or summarize the 

information they get after reading a text. 

4) Reading for General Understanding 

          Reading for general understanding is required or mandatory for every 

person to know what reading is about. If someone cannot read, where can they get 

more detailed and accurate information. The basic purpose of reading is to 

underlie and support most of the other reading objectives and to understand the 

reading of the reading. 

2. Definition of Reading Comprehension 

   According to Grellet in (Sari, 2017: 27), reading comprehension is a matter 

of understanding in written reading texts to obtain information efficiently. 

   Nurjanah (2018: 254). Reading comprehension of English text is one of the 

outstanding skills for students. The skill in understanding a reading text is to find 

some implicit or explicit information from a text with sentence interpretation to 

get the correct answer to a question. 

  Larasati (2019: 9) states that reading comprehension is one of the abilities in 

reading text and understanding the meaning of reading. Everyone has their 

respective abilities in understanding the meaning of a reading text which is 

influenced by the person's skills. Lack of vocabulary greatly affects a person's 

ability to understand a reading text 

  Based on some of the definitions above, the researcher can conclude that 

understanding in a reading text is very important in a language because we can 
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find information, ideas, necessary knowledge and word recognition in a reading 

text that are closely related to understanding a text. 

a. Level of Reading Comprehension 

According to Sari (2017: 30) explains that the three types of reading 

comprehension are as follows: 

1) Literal Reading 

   Literal reading comprehension is reading to understand, remembering 

information explicitly, in that reading, such as identifying main ideas, details, 

sequences. Cause and effect relationships and patterns. 

2) Inferential Reading 

   Inferential reading comprehension is to find information, which is not 

explicitly in the reading. The reader uses his experience and intuition. In the sense 

that the reader is able to reason, have an opinion in finding information that is not 

contained in the text or implied information. 

3) Critical Reading 

   Critical reading comprehension is focused on analyzing, evaluating 

personally and reacting to the information contained in the reading. Critical 

reading urgently requires the development of a higher level of skill and 

perception, as it makes personal judgments about the accuracy, value of what has 

been read. In a sense, comparing or giving a criticism in the reading. 

b. Aspect Difficulties in Reading Comprehension 

   According to Nuttal in (Puspita, 2017: 13), four aspects of reading 

comprehension must be understood by students, namely determining the main 

idea, understanding vocabulary, making inferences and detailed information 

which are considered as student difficulties in understanding the text. 

1) Determining the Main Idea 

       The main idea is the main key to understanding a reading text. The main 

idea is usually stated in the first sentence and can be in the middle or in the last 

sentence. Therefore, it can make it more difficult for the reader to find the main 

idea. It is possible that each student is difficult or confused in determining the 

main idea of a reading text, and they sometimes cannot find where the main idea 

is. The main idea in the paragraph is a special ability or skill that is important for 
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someone in understanding language or reading text. The main idea is the essence 

of a paragraph more precisely the author wants to convey a message to the reader.  

      Therefore, the main idea is the most important thing in a paragraph that the 

writer develops as the main idea. Example of questions in determining the main 

idea: 

a) What does paragraph third tell us about? 

b) What is the main idea of the second paragraph? 

c) What is the last paragraph? 

d)  What is the main idea of the first paragraph? 

2) Special Information (Scanning) 

    Looking for specific information, students are required to look for detailed 

information or ideas contained in a reading text. Therefore, students sometimes 

find it difficult  to distinguish important and unimportant information in the 

reading text to find certain information contained in the reading text. 

   Scanning can help readers to find information without reading the entire 

text. The purpose of this scan is that the reader can quickly respond to a lot of 

material to find certain facts and information. The questions listed in a text are to 

test students' ability to understand the material that is directly contained in the 

reading text. Example of questions for specific information: 

a) According to that passage, whoé. 

b) All of the following are the true excepté. 

c) A person, date, or place isé. 

d) What will the writeré. 

e)  How, why, when, whereé. 

3) Making Inference 

    In making inferences, students are able to understand the reading text to 

find conclusions from the statements in the text. Instructions in a text will help 

students in the opinion to build thoughts, assumptions, and draw conclusions. So 

they can answer those questions. The reader will be able to do this by making use 

of the context in which the word appears to provide an idea of what it means. 
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 An inference is an educational guess or prediction about something unknown 

based on available fact and information. 

 Therefore, students find it difficult to find text conclusions because the 

meaning of a statement is not written in a text. Example of questions for making 

inference: 

a) From the passage, we can conclude thaté. 

b)  It can be inferred from the passageé. 

c) What the meaning of the statement above? 

4) Understand the Meaning of Words 

    Understanding the meaning of a word, students are required to find the 

meaning of the most difficult word in a context by understanding the meaning of 

the sentence or reading text, and then they can find the meaning of the word that 

fits the context. Vocabulary is a major component in understanding a reading from 

reading ability which will make a person experience difficulties if they do not 

master more vocabulary. Unfamiliar vocabulary will make it difficult to determine 

the meaning of the reading, and it needs to be taught to students before reading so 

that they can easily understand the material. 

           In the process of adding vocabulary when reading a text, such as by finding 

the meaning of a new word in a dictionary and guessing the meaning of the 

context. It can be seen from one of the problems or causes that exist in the reader 

in understanding the material are a lack of vocabulary. Example of questions to 

understand the meaning of the word: 

a)  What does the underlined phrase mean? 

b)  The underlined word refers toé. 

c)  What is theémeaning of underlined word mean? 

d)  What is the synonyms of the word? 

c.   The Difficulties in Reading Comprehension 

      Kennedy in (Sari, 2017: 28), said that the difficulty in understanding the 

reading was caused by: 

1) The direction given by the inadequate teacher includes choosing the wrong 

skills to emphasize, presenting skills quickly to groups or individuals.  
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2) Students' interest is greatly reduced when it is difficult for any reader except 

the most disciplined or on material they do not like related to their personal 

interests.  

3) Lack of interest causes the mind to give up the desire to excel, encourages 

dislike for tasks and reduces awareness.  

4) Unsuitable material makes students difficult to understand reading.  

5) Difficult vocabulary makes readers rely on dictionaries or skip many 

important words and a sufficient number of words are left out, understanding 

must suffer. 

d.   Reading Comprehension of the Text 

    Doyle in (Puspita, 2017: 10), comprehension is a skill in interpreting a word 

or sentence and determining the main idea of the reading. All comprehension 

revolves around the readersô ability in finding and determining main idea and 

topic sentence from the text. 

          According to Sari (2017: 12), the English reading text is written material 

that must be understood when reading the English text during the student learning 

process directly.  

    According to Grellet in (Larasati, 2019: 17), reading comprehension is 

understood in getting the information needed, aiming that the information 

obtained has been fulfilled. That is the complex task, which requires the 

orchestration of many different cognitive skills and abilities. The requires 

comprehension of the individual words and the sentence.  

    Based on the conclusion above, it means that comprehension the reading 

text is very important and necessary in achieving students' skills. It helps the 

readers to understand the word. 

e.   The Difficulties in Comprehension Skill 

Puspita in (Ros, 2018: 9), found that difficulty in understanding the 

reading text: 

1) Lack of competence in finding core ideas and specific ideas in the reading 

text. 

2)  Lack of able to analyze the meaning of sentences in the reading text and the 

lack of vocabulary. 
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3)  The students' lack of ability to distinguish important and unimportant 

information in the reading text or students also does not understand the 

grammar of the reading text. 

4) Students' background knowledge greatly affects their reading comprehension 

ability. 

5) Lack of understanding of a reading text. 

f.   Studentsô Difficulties in Reading Comprehension 

    According to Inayah and Rahayu (2015: 5) students who often have 

difficulty reading have problems in their learning process or lack of motivation in 

reading interest. Every individual who have difficulty or problem in reading 

means that there is very little interest in individual abilities and intelligence. 

  Fisher (2016: 3), students who tend to fail in understanding the text get 

painful experiences to build personal knowledge which requires readers to read 

the text well. 

  Westwood (in Sari 2017: 10), in the difficulties experienced by students is a 

condition where students really do not understand the material in the learning that 

has been given and give unfavorable results for their own students. Difficulties 

faced by students are students' learning backgrounds, learning environment, and 

dealing with teachers and students who exchange opinions. 

  According to Susanti (2018: 17), a student's inability to learn is a condition 

that causes students to not be able to learn well, and is identical to difficulties in 

understanding a lesson. 

  Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that students have 

difficulty in reading comprehension because students are less interested or lazy in 

reading. Reading comprehension is very important to get a new idea which can be 

called a skill. Therefore, if there are students who are faced with difficulties in 

understanding a reading text, therefore students are expected to read a lot so that 

they do not have difficulty doing assignments. 

3. Difficulties in Reading  

    According to Oberholzer (2005), states that óreading difficultyô are a 

problem that refers to the reader, and is interrelated with the ability or 

understanding of students about reading. 
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           Kuswidyastutik in (Puspita, 2017: 15) the understanding of each person can 

be seen from its size, because there are students in answering these questions and 

students' mistakes in doing assignments are due to the difficulty of students 

understanding a reading text. Basic questions in the reading text are about main 

ideas, looking for references, understanding difficult words and making 

conclusions based on reading. 

    Hidayati (2018: 6) difficulty is an error or failure faced by students in the 

teaching and learning process. Therefore, students find it difficult to understand 

the material that has been given, especially the English reading text. 

          Based on some of the explanations above, the researcher can conclude that 

reading difficulties are problems faced by students in understanding the reading 

text. Difficulty is also a basic form of mistakes made by students in the learning 

process, so that students do not understand the material and this greatly affects 

students' abilities. 

4. Concept of Recount Text 

a. Definition of Recount Text 

    According to Ramli (2013: 4) recount text is one of the texts that students 

learn. This text is written which aims to provide information to readers about the 

understanding that occurred in the past in the form of experiences and events. 

   Fisher (2016: 8), recount is a text that tells about past experiences or events 

which can be based on the author's personal or historical events. Students are free 

to write and write stories about their personal experiences or events to be used in a 

story that happened in the past. 

  Based on some of the definitions above, the researcher can conclude that 

recount text is one type of text that repeats events or experiences that occurred in 

the past. Has a social function, namely to retell an event with the aim of informing 

or entertaining its readers. 
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b. Types of Recount Text 

According to Ningsih (2015: 10), recount text is classified into: 

1) Personal Recount 

  Personal accounting is where the author tells a personal event that involved 

them directly. The purpose of a personal recount is to inform readers and 

entertain readers. Examples: historical records and diary entries. 

2) Factual Recount 

   Factual recount is a list of records of specific event. It can be used to retell 

certain experiences or events, such as accident reports, eyewitness accounts, 

historical event and newspaper report. Its purpose is only to inform readers about 

events in the past. Examples: incident reports, newspaper reports, articles and 

journal. 

3) Imaginative Recount   

         Imaginative recounting is retelling an imaginative story from the point of 

view of a fictional character. In the sense that the event that occurs in the text do 

not occur in real life. 

c. Generic Structure of Recount Text 

      According to Ningsih (2015: 13) recount text requires a standard that is 

used to guide writers or authors in making good writing. The structure contained 

in the recount text is: orientation, sequence of events, and re-orientation. 

1) Orientation  

          Recounts tell readers who were involved, what happened, where events 

took place and when they occurred. The intent of orientation provides the 

background information the reader needs to understand the text. 

2) Events 

    Events are the main activities contained in the text of the story. Events are 

sorted chronologically and details are added to the text to provide some 

information for the reader. 

3) Re-orientation 

   Re-orientation is a concluding statement that may include elaboration. Some 

recount texts also have closing paragraphs. In this closing paragraph, you can 

provide comment or opinion. 
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Below is an example of recount text adapted from: Salagih, Silalahi, and 

Pardede (2014:58): 

My Basketball Experience  

Orientation:            When I was in Junior High School, I really loved basketball. 

   Event 1:             Every Saturday afternoon I practiced in school field with my 

team and my coach. They were strong and smart players. My 

coach, Mr. Sentana was a kind person. But, while he was 

coaching us, he was very discipline. He would grounded 

anyone who came late and not obeyed the teamôs rules.  

Event 2:               With Mr. Sentana, our team won many tournaments in many 

big cities. Our team named after school, 67 Team ( from SMP 

67) and we had so many fans too. Now, I still love basketball 

and have a team too.  

Re-Orientation:    But, my parents warn me to play attention more to study,     

basketball just for hobby 

Based on some explanation above, the researcher can conclude that there are 

some structures in recount text that must be a serious attention. Recount text deals 

with series of events that retell about something happened in the past. A typical 

recount has an opening paragraph to introduce as orientation, following by telling 

the events and having final e-orientation. 

d. Language Feature of Recount Text 

          Ningsih (2015: 14), there are several features of recount text, as follows: 

1) Use of the past tense. Using the simple present tense, e.g. informal anecdotal 

storytelling. 

2) Words indicating the sequence of events (then, next, first, after that, before 

that, at last, meanwhile). 

3) The subject of recount tends to focus on individual or group participants. 

4) Personal recounts are common (first person: I was on my way to school é We 

got on the bus). 

5) Using action verbs and circumstances such as time adverbs to show action 

information and details of events in the story. 
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2.2 Previous Studies 

There are some researchers who have conducted the researcher involving the 

learning activities in reading difficulties. They are: 

    Nurjanah, R. (2018), did her research about ñThe Analysis on Studentsô 

Difficulties in Doing Reading Comprehension Final Testò. The researcher 

concluded that all of the studentsô difficulties in reading comprehension test is 

caused by vocabulary, especially the limited knowledge or mastery of vocabulary. 

The subjects of this study were 8 second-semester students of English Literature 

at University Ngudi Waluyo. This research used final test to measure their 

progress of learning and the method used multi-method strategy. Teacher as the 

provider of facilities should be aware of this needs and become more creative in 

term of providing and involving students in interactive techniques or method or 

teaching activities. 

   Masri, R. (2016), did her research aboutò Studentsô Difficulties in Reading 

English Recount Textò. The researcher concluded used instruments test and 

questionnaire. This research used descriptive method. The students have 

difficulties in a process of recount text: decoding, comprehension and retention in 

reading recount text, which indicated the problems, are follows: the students have 

difficulty in comprehending and analyzing the content of the text. The students are 

still confused to understand English text, especially recount text. Sometimes 

students do not have a prior knowledge as a basis to comprehend the text, thus, 

students get difficulties to finish reading recount text. The students have problem 

in memorizing vocabularies caused by low motivation in learning English reading 

recount text. 

Kasim and Raisha (2017), the research about ñEFL Studentsô Reading 

Comprehension Problems (Linguistic and Non-Linguistic Complexities). The 

findings of this research showed that the students encountered a number of 

reading comprehension problems. This study was designed specifically to 

investigate the EFL studentsô reading comprehension problems in their EFL 

classroom. The participants experienced difficulty with each one of the reading 

comprehension problems listed. Based on the mean scores the linguistic reading 
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comprehension problems which interfered with the participants reading 

comprehension most were new vocabulary meanings. 

Based on the previous studies, the researcher had different and similar aspects 

to do research. The similarity of the research is analyzed the reading 

comprehension problems which become focus of the research. The difference 

between these researches with the research above is the instruments and method. 

Nurjanah used final test instrument as her and multi-method strategy. Masri used 

instruments test and questionnaire, the method is descriptive. Kasim and Raisha 

focused in finding the studentsô problems in reading comprehension. The interest 

in this research focuses on the difficulties of students in understanding English 

reading text. 
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CHAPTER III  

RESEARCH METHOD  

This chapter consists of research design, time and location, population and 

sample, instrument of the research, technique of collecting data and technique of 

analyzing data of the research. 

3.1 Research Design 

         In this research, the researcher applied the method that was used descriptive 

quantitative research. Descriptive quantitative research is scientific investigation 

which explains phenomena by using numbers. In this research, the researcher 

described the studentsô difficulties in comprehending reading text.  

3.2 Time and Location 

         This research was conducted on 4th to 5th September 2020, through via 

google form.  

3.3 Population and Sample  

1. Population  

    The population of this research was the twelfth grade of SMAN 6 Palopo in 

the academic year 2020/2021. The total populations in this research are 166 

students, it consists of six classes. 

2. Sample  

   The researcher used a random sampling technique. Random sampling is a 

sampling technique where all individuals in the population either singly or 

together are given the same opportunity to be selected as sample members. The 

researcher used one class as the sample and the total numbers of the sample are 27 

students. 

3.4 Research Instrument     

1. Test 

 The test used multiple choices. The students have to answer 20 questions 

about recount text and the students have two days to answer the questions. The 

aim of multiple choice tests to know the ability of students in understanding 

reading text 
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3.5 Procedure of Collecting Data 

      The procedure of collecting data involves following steps: 

1. The researcher prepared the instrument to collect the data. 

2. The researcher asked permission to the headmaster to conduct the research 

that school. 

3. The researcher asked permission to the English teacher to join studentsô online 

class group for introducing the research. 

a. Test  

1) The researcher introduced her identity to XII IIS 2 online class group. 

2) The researcher explained to the students about what will be done: how the 

studentsô do the test that has been given via google form through link. 

3) Then, the researcher distributed test via google form to the students to 

answer the questions that consisted of 20 multiple choices and give the 

students two days to do it. 

4) After that, the researcher checked the results of the students answer. 

5) Then, the researcher analyzed the results of the test. 

3.6 Technique of Analyzing Data 

       In analyzing the data, the researcher used the technique bellow: 

1.  Identification of data: 

The first, from the test the researcher identified and determined the incorrect 

answer from the studentsô in comprehending English reading text. 

2. Then, drawing up the formula percentage into a table. 

To get the percentage the researcher used the following formula: 

                                                        F 

P= ƄƄƄX 100% 

                  N 

        Notes: 

P = Proportion or index of difficulty 

F = Number of the students who answer the item incorrect 

N = The total number of the students 

        Source: Sudijono in (Hidayati, 2018) 

3. Then, the researcher described the data in the form of description or narration. 

4. The last, the researcher made a conclusion. 
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CHAPTER IV  

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

This chapter focuses to find out is point that consist of students' difficulties 

in comprehending English reading text and the researcher used the test to analyze 

students' difficulties in comprehending English reading text.  

4.1 Findings 

The researcher used the formula from Sudijono in (Hidayati, 2018), to analyze 

the data. Formula the percentage of the incorrect answered to show or to know 

studentsô difficulties in comprehending reading text. To find out the types of 

question items are difficult for the students, divided into four types: determining 

main idea, specific information, making inference and understanding the meaning 

of word.  

The studentsô difficulties in comprehending reading text can be seen on the 

table below: 

a) The Studentsô Difficulty in Answering Determining the Main Idea Questions 

      The researcher created five questions for determining main idea of the 

passages. The question items for getting the main idea are questions 9, 11, 13, 18 

and 20. For detail, it is at the following table: 

 Table 1. In Determining Main Idea  

No. Questions 

itemsô number 

The number of 

incorrect 

answer 

Percentage of 

difficulty  

question item 

% 

The total for 

determining 

main idea 

difficulty  

1   9 15 55%  

2 11 24 88%  

 3 13 13 48% 65% 

4 18 21 77%  

5 20 16 59%  

Based on the table 1 above, the result reveals that 9 of the students (55%) 

answered question number 15 incorrectly. Furthermore, it is 24 of the students 

(88%) answered question number 11 incorrectly. Moreover, 13 (48%) of the 

students answered question number 13 incorrectly. Question numbers 18 are 

answered incorrectly by 21 of the students (77%). Question numbers 20 are 

answered incorrectly by 16 of the students (59%).  

Based on the calculation of the percentage of difficult, it found that difficult 

item percentage for this type of question 65% out of five question items. It can be 
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concluded that categorize is difficult for the students in answering main idea 

questions. 

b) The Studentsô Difficulty in Answering Specific Information Questions 

The researcher created specific information question, there are five questions 

item for specific information in question 2, 8, 10, 12 and 19. For detail, it is at the 

following table: 

Table 2. In Finding Specific Information  

No. Questions 

itemsô number 

The number of 

incorrect 

answer 

Percentage of 

difficulty  

question item 

% 

The total for 

specific 

information 

difficulty  

1  2 21 77%  

2 8 17 62%  

3 10 12 44% 69% 

4 12 21 77%  

5 19 23 85%  

         Based on the table above 2, the result shows that 21 of students (77%) 

answered question number 2 incorrectly. Question numbers 8 are answered 

incorrectly by 17 of the students (62%). Furthermore, it is 12 of the students 

(44%) answered question number 10 incorrectly. There are question number 12 

answered incorrectly by 21 of the students (77%). Moreover, 23 of the students 

(85%) answered question number 19 incorrectly.  

        Based on the calculation of the percentage of difficult, the difficulty item 

percentage that the students for this type of question 69% of five question items. It 

can be concluded that categorize is difficult for the students in answering specific 

information questions.  

c) The Studentsô Difficulty in Answering Making Inference Questions 

The researcher created making inference question, there are five questions. 

The question items for making inference in question 1, 5, 6, 7, and 14. For detail, 

it is at the following the table:  
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Table  3. In Making Inference  

No. Questions 

itemsô number 

The number of 

incorrect 

answer 

Percentage of 

difficulty  

question item 

% 

The total for 

making 

inference 

difficulty  

1 1 21 77%  

2 5 10 37%  

3 6 20 74% 68% 

4 7 21 77%  

5 14 21 77%  

Based on the table 3 above, the result shows that 21 of the students (77%) 

answered question number 1 incorrectly. Furthermore, 10 of the students (37%) 

answered question number 5 incorrectly. Questions numbers 6 are answered by 20 

of the students (74%). Then, 21 (77%) of the students answered question number 

7 and 14 incorrectly.  

Based on the calculation of the percentage of difficult, it found that 

difficult item percentage for this type of question 68% of five question items. It 

can be concluded that categorize is difficult for the students in making inference 

questions. 

d) The Studentsô Difficulty in Answering Understanding the Meaning of Word 

Questions 

 The researcher created making inference question, there are five questions, 

the questions items for understanding the meaning of word in question 3, 4, 15, 

16, and 17. For detail, it is at the following the table:  

       Table  4. In Understanding the Meaning of  Word  

No. Questions 

itemsô number 

The number of 

incorrect 

answer 

Percentage of 

difficulty  

question item 

% 

The total for 

understanding 

the meaning of 

word difficulty 

1 3 20 74%  

2 4 21 77%  

3 15 18 66% 72% 

4 16 16 59%  

5 17 23 85%  

Based on the table 4 above, the result shows that 20 of the students (74%) 

answered question number 3 incorrectly. Furthermore, 21 (77%) of the students 

answered question number 4 incorrectly. Question number 15 answered by 18 of 

the students (66%). 16 of the students (59%) answered question number 16 

incorrectly. Moreover, question number 17 answered by 23 of the students (85%).  
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Based on the calculation of the percentage of difficult, it found that 

difficult item percentage for this type of question 72% of five questions item. It 

can be concluded that categorize is difficult for the students in understanding the 

meaning of word questions. 

4.2 Discussion 

In this research, the researcher took 27 students class XII IIS 2 students of 

SMAN 6 Palopo as the subject of the study.  

The percentage of the students' answers incorrectly. It can be concluded 

that the students of class XII IIS 2 had difficulty understanding reading English.  

The researcher also identified the difficulties by students understood through the 

answer they had filled in the English reading text questions from the test that had 

been given. Difficulties in reading comprehension are caused by various things, 

namely: difficulty in understanding long sentences in the text, diff iculty 

understanding vocabulary, lack of vocabulary and lazy to read. 

First, the results of the percentage of question types for determining main 

idea are 65%. This made the students experienced difficulties in answering 

questions consisting of 5 questions, namely numbers 9,11,13,18 and 20 to 

determine the main idea, the highest percentage of the 5 questions was at number 

11, 88% which was categorized is most difficult. Then, the results of the students' 

answers could be said that the students cannot understand the meaning of the 

reading or sentence when they read the text. The students find it difficult to 

determine the main idea correctly. 

          Second, the results of the percentage of type of questions for specific 

information are 69%. Students had difficulty because in finding specific 

information, students must find detailed information or ideas mentioned in the 

text. It is difficult to distinguish important and unimportant information in the 

text. This consists of 5 questions, namely numbers 2, 8, 10, 12 and 19. The 

question that categorized is difficult as the high percentage number 19 is 85%. 

           Third, the results of the percentage of question types for making inference 

are 68%. The studentsô difficulties to find the conclusion of the statements in the 

text. This type consists of 5 questions consisting of numbers 1, 5, 6, 7 and 14. 

Then, there are 3 questions that have the same percentage, namely numbers 1, 7, 
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14, namely 77%. In this questions are categorized as difficult. Lack of students in 

understanding the reading, so that students find it difficult to answer or concluded 

the description of the reading. 

        Fourth, the results of the percentage of question types for understand the 

meaning of the word is 72% the highest percentage among the other 3 types of 

questions. In the percentage of this type of question in numbers 3, 4, 15, 16 and 

17, the highest score is level as the difficult question at number 17 with a score of 

85%. The students had difficulty in understanding vocabulary. Knowledge about 

vocabulary is less.  

        Based on the discussion above, some difficulty type questions in the class 

XII IIS 2 reading comprehension test are difficulty in answering determining main 

idea questions, difficulty in answering specific information, and difficulty in 

answering making inference. The most difficult aspect encountered in the class 

XII IIS 2 in reading comprehension is understanding the meaning of word 

questions, the located of vocabulary it is difficult to find. It can be concluded that 

there are 65% students who are wrong in answered the question items for the 

subject of determining main idea, there are 69% of students who are wrong in 

answered the question items for specific information. There are 68% of students 

who are wrong in this answered question items for making inference and there 

were 72% of students who did wrong in answered the question items for 

understanding the meaning of word.    

        Moreover, some of the students' behavior when given the assignment 

responded and some students not responded. However, all students continued to 

work on the assignment given by the researcher with the time given two days. 

Students had studied recount text material in the previous semester, but when 

students send their assignments and researcher identified the results of their 

answers. Many students do not understand the text or the meaning of the reading 

and the lack of vocabulary make it difficult ies to find the correct answer, the 

results of the test are mostly wrong answers compared to correct answers even 

though students had studied recount text, it means that students still do not 

understand recount text. 
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CHAPTER V  

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

5.1 Conclusion 

Based on the findings in chapter IV, there are problems with students for 

determining the main idea, specific information, making inference, and 

understanding the meaning of a word. Then, students have difficulties in 

understanding the structure of the text. The students cannot understand the text or 

material because the students finding a long text. 

Students have difficulties in understanding the English reading text. 

Students are less interested in reading because they have no interest in reading 

English text and the students are lazy to read English text. Students are less 

motivated because reading is boring. It can be concluded that studentsô 

understanding of reading is less or difficult in determining the main idea, specific 

information, making inference, and understanding the meaning of a word. The 

four aspects are difficult because from the percentage results it can conclude that 

they are category as difficult. 

5.2. Suggestions   

          Based on the findings of the study the researcher gives suggests as follow: 

1. For students  

Students can more improve vocabulary or memorizing vocabulary and have 

not the difficulty in understanding English reading text. The students must be 

able to understand recount text reading in their English practice.  

2. For teacher 

The teacher can apply interesting learning to reading material, especially on 

recount text. It helps students not have difficulty in reading and can further 

improve their ability to understand the meaning in English reading text. 

3. For other researchers 

The next researcher, this research can use it as a reference. It is recommended 

to further researchers who want to analyze studentsô difficulties in 

comprehending English reading text. These researches can provide new 

inspiration for further research.  
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Appendix 1 

Multiple Choices Test 

Name : 

Class  : 

Text 1. 

Read the following text to answer for questions 1 to 4. 

     Last holiday I went to Paris. I visited museums and sat in public gardens. A 

friendly waiter taught me a few words of French. Then he lent me a book. I read a 

few lines, but I did not understand a word. Every day, I thought about postcards. 

      My holidays passed quickly, but I did not send any cards to my friends. On the 

last day I made a big decision, I got up early and bought thirty seven cards. I spent 

the whole day in my room, but I did not write a single card! 

1. What is the tenses used in the text above? 

a. Simple Present Tense 

b. Past Continues Tense 

c. Simple Past Tense 

d. Simple Future Tense 

2. Whom did the writer meet in Paris? 

a. A man that take him to French 

b. A man that gave him thirty seven cards 

c. A man that lent him a book 

d.  A man that worked in museum 

3.  óI read a few lines éô What does the underlined phrase mean? 

a. Words in a postcard 

b. Texts on the book 

c. Museum guiding 

d. Gardenôs rules 
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4. Then he lent me. Whom does ñheò refer to? 

a. French tourist 

b.  Annoying waiter 

c.  A friendly tourist 

d.  A nice waiter 

Text 2. 

Read the following text to answer questions number 5 to 7. 

Last holiday my students and I went to Jogjakarta. We stayed at Morison 

Hotel which is not a long way from Malioboro. 

On Friday, we went to the sanctuaries in Prambanan. There are three major 

sanctuaries, the Brahmana, Syiwa and Wisnu sanctuaries. They are truly stunning. 

We went by just Brahmana and Syiwa sanctuaries, on the grounds that Wisnu 

sanctuary is being remodeled. 

On Saturday morning we went to Yogya Kraton. We spent around two hours 

there. We were fortunate on the grounds that we were driven by a brilliant and 

amicable aide. At that point we proceeded with our adventure to Borobudur. We 

touched base there at four p.m. At 6 p.m. we heard the declaration that Borobudur 

entryway would be closed. In the evening we left Jogjakarta by bus.  

5. The content above basically talks about éé.. 

a. The writerôs trip to Yogyakarta  

b. The writerôs first visit to Borobudur 

c. The writerôs impression about the guide  

d. The writerôs experience at Yogya Kraton  

6. The content is composed as an/an ééé  

a. Recount  

b. Narrative  

c. Report  

d. Spoof  
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7. What is purpose of the textééé. 

a. Tell past events  

b.  Entertain readers  

c. Describe the smugglers 

d. Report an event to the police  

Text 3.  

Read the following text to answer questions number 8 to 10.  

Last week, Mr Damiriôs wife had an accident. Her youngest child,   Yusuf, 

was at home when it happened. He was playing with his new toy car. Suddenly 

Yusuf heard his mother calling, ñHelp! Help!ò he ran to the kitchen. His mother 

had burnt herself with some hot cooking oil. She was crying with pain and the pan 

was on ýre. Mr. Damiri had gone to the ofýce. The other children had gone to 

school.  

Yusuf was too small to help his mother, and she was too frightened to speak 

sensibly to him. But he ran to the neighbourôs house and asked his neighbor to 

come and help his mother. The neighbor soon put out the ýre and took Yusufôs 

mother to the clinic.  

When Mr. Damiri came home, his wife told him what had happened. He was 

very proud of his son, ñWhen you are a man, you will be just like your father,òshe 

said. 

                                                                                           Source: itapuih.com 

8. Who took Mrs. Damiri to the clinic?      

a. Her son       

b. Her husband       

c. Her neighbour       

d. Her children   

9. The main idea of the second paragraph is é.       

a. Mrs. Damiri got accident       

b.  Mr. Damiri was proud of his son       

c. Yusuf asked his neighbour to help       

d.  Mr. Damiri and his other children had gone 
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10. How did the neighbour help Mrs. Damiri?      

a. He called Mrs. Damiriôs husband and ran to the kitchen       

b. He called the ýreman and put out the ýre   

c. He put out the ýre and took Mrs. Damiri ot the clinic       

d. He called the ýreman and advised Mrs. Damiri to stay calm  

Text 4. 

Read the following text to answer questions number 11 to 12.  

     Last weekend, I visited my pen pal's house. His Name is Anto. There were 

many activities I did there. In the morning, Anto and I had breakfast. We had 

traditional food. I liked it very much.  

      After breakfast, he took me to the garden behind his house. The garden was 

very big and beautiful. There is a big bird cage in the garden. There were many 

kinds of birds in that cage. I spent a long time feeding the birds. I also took 

pictures with those beautiful birds.  

      After visiting the bird cage, Anto and I went to the flower garden not far from 

his house. We took a rest and had lunch under a big tree and watch butterflies 

flying above colourful flowers. In the afternoon, we swam in the pool in the 

backyard. It was so fun. I really enjoyed my time with Anto.  

11. What is the last paragraph about?       

a. Anto had butterflies as his pet      

b. The writer's friend is a good swimmer       

c. There are a lot of flowers in Anto's house      

d.  The writer had a good time with his friend   

12. Where did the writer spend his afternoon?       

a. Under a tree       

b. Inside big bird cage       

c. In the flower garden      

d. In the swimming pool   

Text 5 

Read the following text to answer questions number 13 to 14.  
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     Last weekend I and my classmates went to the countryside to have a picnic. 

Before leaving, we made some sandwiches for lunch. We left quite early to avoid 

the traffic jam. 

      After driving for two hours, we arrived at a very nice place. It was near a river 

with some big trees around it. The driver parked the car under the tree. Seeing the 

clear and cool water of the river, my friends and I decided to swim. After having 

lunch together, we went around the area to enjoy the scenery. We saw some 

beautiful birds and butterflies. 

      After walking for about an hour, we decided to return to the car and go home. 

Unfortunately, we cloud not start up the car. Finally after sometime, we cloud 

make the car start up by pushing it. We were happy although we felt a bit tired 

when we got home. 

13. What is the main idea of the second paragraph? 

a. The writer made sandwiches for lunch 

b. The writer did some fun activities during their picnic 

c. After doing some activities, the writer went home by can 

d. Last weekend the writer prepared to have a picnic in the countryside  

14. Because of the trouble they had at the end of their picnic, they probably.... 

a. Got home a bit late 

b. Decided to swim again 

c. Had to spend the night there 

d. Decided not to have a picnic again  

Text 6  

Read the following text to answer questions number 15 to 17.  

      On Saturday night, we went to the Town Hall. It was the last day of the year 

and a large crowd of people had gathered under the Town Hall clock. It would 

strike twelve in twenty minutesô time. 

       Fifteen minutes passed and then, at five to twelve, the clock stopped. The big 

minute hand did not move. We waited and waited, but nothing happened. 

Suddenly someone shouted,òItôs two minutes past twelve! The clock has 

stopped!ò 
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      I looked at my watch. It was true. The big clock refused to welcome the New 

Year. At that moment, everybody began to laugh and sing. 

15. It would strike twelve in twenty minutesô time.ò 

      The underlined word refers to é 

a. The clock 

b. Authorôs watch 

c.  The town 

d. The place 

16.       It was the last day of the year and a large crowd of people had gathered  

under the Town Hall clock.  

What is the closest meaning of the underlined word? 

a. Mass 

b.  Big 

c.  Many 

d.  Lots of 

17.  ñThe big clock refused to welcome the New Yearò 

         What is the synonym of the word é. 

a. Reject 

b.  Accept 

c. Admit 

d.  Hate 

Text 7 

Read the following text to answer questions number 18 to 19.  

    Last week, my school had a study tour to Saung Angklung Mang Udjo in 

Bandung. We started our journey very early in the morning. There are six buses to 

take our groups. We stopped in the rest area before went directly toward Bandung. 

     When we arrived at Saung Angklung Mang Udjo, we were welcome by hot 

Sundanese drinks known as Bandrek It was very unique. After that, we went 

around the gallery that sells the Sundanese handicrafts. We then walked to the 

hall, it was a rounded stage. Everybody sat anxiously. 

      The Angklung shows soon began with a performance of a large group of 

dancers and Angklung players. Then, the master of ceremony introduced herself 
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and offered the audience a short course to play Angklung. She then taught the 

audience to play the Angklung, each rhythm. Soon after the audience knew the 

basic sound, we all played popular songs together. The master ceremony spoke in 

English too because there foreigners among the visitors. At the end of the show, 

we were asked to join the performing children to dance together. 

      We really enjoyed the performance of bamboo musical instruments combined 

with the wonderful dances and nice master of ceremony. We were all very 

cheerful and refreshed after the show.   

18. What is the main idea of the first paragraph? 

a. The trip to Saung Angklung Mang Udjo started very early 

b. The audience was cheerful and refreshed after the show  

c. The visitors were asked to join the performing children to dance 

d. The master of ceremony taught the audience to play Angklung 

19. Why did the master of ceremony speak in English? 

a. The audience was all foreigners 

b. To make the performance more attractive 

c. There were foreigners among the audiences in the hall 

d. It would encourage the audience to join the performance 

Text 8 

Read the following text to answer questions number 20.  

      Luis Lionel Andres Messi, born June 24th, 1987, is an Argentinian football 

player for F.C BarcelonA. He is not very tall, mainly, due to the growing problem 

he had when he was younger. His eyes are brown. He never has short hair. 

      Lionel Messi started playing football at a very early age in his hometownôs 

Newellôs Old Boys. From the age of 11, he suffered from a hormone deficiency 

and as Lionelôs parents were unable to pay for the treatment in Argentina, they 

decided to move to Barcelona, Spain. 

      In the 2003-2004 seasons, when he was still only 16 years old, Messi made his 

first team debut in a friendly with Porto that marked the opening of the new 

Dragao stadium. The following championship-winning season, Messi made his 

first appearance in an official match on October 16th, 2004, in Barcelonaôs derby 
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win against Espanyol at the Olympic Stadium 0-1. And now, in 2010, 2011, and 

2012 he is best player in the world. 

20. What is the main idea of the third paragraph? 

a. He hasnôt really attractive face, but heôs a very good football player 

b. Lionel Messi is a good player for F.C Barcelona 

c. His best characteristics are on the foot has competitiveness 

d. He appears to be a quite good and modest person 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



35 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                       KEYWORDS 

1.  C  11. D 

2.  C 12. D 

3.  B 13. B 

4.  D 14. A 

5.  A 15. A 

6.  A 16. A 

7.  A 17. A 

8.  C 18. A 

9.  C 19. D 

10.C 20. B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



36 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 

 

Students Answer of Test 

 

                

 
 

 



37 
 

 
 

                 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



38 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



39 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



40 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



41 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



42 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


